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DETAILED ACTION 

■ 

1 . . Applicant's arguments, see page 18, filed 1 1/8/2007, with respect to the drawing 
objections have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objections of the 
drawings have been withdrawn. 

2. Applicant's arguments, see page 18, filed 11/18/2007, with respect to the 
specification objections have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objections 
of the specification have been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 41-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
lida '663 (6956663) in view of Motohashi '628 (7180628). 

Re claim 41 : lida '663 an image forming apparatus capable of communicating with 
another apparatus which comprises an HTTP server program (i.e. in the system of lida 
'663 the image forming apparatus contains a server program in ROM; see fig. 3; col. 3, 
line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), comprising: 
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i 

a first storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP client program 
(i.e. the ROM in the network facsimile apparatus stores a server program and a 

v 

program that functions as a client program that transmits information to the other 

apparatuses in the system; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); 

a second storage for storing a parameter data used in the image forming apparatus (i.e. 

in the system, the external memory in the network facsimile apparatus stores 

information such as device setting information, status information and other information 

that is used in the network facsimile apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 

49); 

an operation section for an input performed by an operator (i.e. shown in figure 3 
is a panel section used for inputs into the network facsimile apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, 
line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); and 

a controller for responding to the input from the operation section (i.e. the CPU 
(1) is used to respond to the inputs on the panel in the network facsimile apparatus; see 
fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), and for writing the parameter data to the second 
storage (i.e. in the system, when the network facsimile apparatus receives data from the 
client apparatus, the information is stored in the external memory; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 
45 - col. 8, lines 49). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach for requesting the another image forming 
apparatus to transfer the parameter data by the HTTP client program, for receiving the 
parameter data transferred from the another image forming apparatus by the HTTP 
server program of the another image forming apparatus. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses for requesting the another image forming apparatus to 
transfer the parameter data by the HTTP client program (i.e. in the system, the TCP/IP 
protocol is used to communicate between image forming apparatuses. Since an image 
forming apparatus uses this protocol through the serial transmission and reception 
block, it is similar to using a client and server program since the apparatus sends and 
receives information. The apparatus can request information from another apparatus 
that includes the operation status of the printer receiving the query; see col. 29, line 6 - 
col. 33, line 47), for receiving the parameter data transferred from the another image 
forming apparatus by the HTTP server program of the another image forming apparatus 
(i.e. in the system, the printer that originally communicates with the second printer or 
copier is sent a message describing the state of the second printer. The second printer 
had an initial state of being able to be used for printing and then the state changes. 
Once the state changes this information is relayed to the first printer; see col. 29, line 6 
- col. 33, line 47). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature for requesting the 
another image forming apparatus to transfer the parameter data by the HTTP client 
program, for receiving the parameter data transferred from the another image forming 
apparatus by the HTTP server program of the another image forming apparatus in order 
to check the operating state of another machine and sending this state to an original 
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copier while trying to use the second machine for a copy operation (as stated in 
Motohashi *628 col. 1, lines 57-65). 

Re claim 42: The teachings of lida '663 in view of Motohashi '628 are disclosed above, 
lida f 663 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 41, wherein the parameter 
data transferred from the another apparatus includes a password of a manager or an 
initial set value used when the image forming apparatus is started (i.e. in the system, 
the client apparatus sends setting data to the image forming apparatus. The image 
forming apparatus uses this data to change a flag value In order to indicate what will 
occur to the document data; see col. 11, line 19 -col. 14, line 50). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach transferred from the another image forming 
apparatus. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses transferred from the another image forming apparatus (i.e. 
Motohashi '628 discloses a system where any image forming apparatus in the system 
can send information to a first requesting apparatus when that first requesting apparatus 
is connected to the second apparatus while an event affecting the copy operation 
occurs; see col. 29, line 6 - col. 33, line 47). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of transferred from 
the another image forming apparatus in order to check the operating state of another 
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machine and sending this state to an original copier while trying to use the second 
machine for a copy operation (as stated in Motohashi '628 col. 1 , lines 57-65). 

Re claim 43: The teachings of lida '663 in view of Motohashi '628 are disclosed above. 

lida '663 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 41 , further comprising in which 
the parameter data is transferred from the another apparatus to the image forming 
apparatus (i.e. in the system, the client apparatus sends setting data to the image 
forming apparatus. The image forming apparatus uses this data to change a flag value 

* 

In order to indicate what will occur to the document data; see col. 11, line 19 -col. 14, 
line 50). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach a display for displaying an operation and 
transferred from the another image forming apparatus to the image forming apparatus. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses a display for displaying an operation and transferred from the 
another image forming apparatus to the image forming apparatus (i.e. in Motohashi 
'628, the operation panel is used to show data transferred to the master machine from 
the other slave machines that are in regards to the slave machine's operation state. 
The operation panel is on the master machine, but could very well be on the slave 
machine if the machines role as master and slave is reversed; see col. 14, lines 6-52). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have a display for displaying an 
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operation in order to show messages of a state of a digital copying machine (as stated 
in Motohashi '628 col. 14, lines 6-52). 

t 

i 

Re claim 44: lida '663 discloses an image forming apparatus capable of communicating 
with another apparatus which comprises an HTTP server program (i.e. in the system of 
lida '663 the image forming apparatus contains a server program in ROM; see fig. 3; 
col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), comprising: 

a first storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP client program 
(i.e. the ROM in the network facsimile apparatus stores a server program and a 
program that functions as a client program that transmits information to the other 
apparatuses in the system; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); 

second storage for storing a parameter data used in the image forming apparatus 
(i.e. in the system, the external memory in the network facsimile apparatus stores 
information such as device setting information, status information and other information 
that is used in the network facsimile apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 
49); 

an operation section for an input performed by an operator (i.e. shown in figure 3 
is a panel section used for inputs into the network facsimile apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, 
line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); and 

a controller for responding to the input from the operation section (i.e. the CPU 
(1) is used to respond to the inputs on the panel in the network facsimile apparatus; see 
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fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), for accessing to the another apparatus by the 
HTTP client program (i.e. with using the email communication program on the printer, 
the network facsimile apparatus can communicate, like a client device, to other devices 
on the network; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49) and for sending a signal 
which requires the another apparatus to receive a transfer of the parameter data (i.e. in 
the system, the network facsimile apparatus can send information regarding a 
document list and other information that is used by the client apparatus in the system; 
see col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach for accessing to the another image forming 
apparatus by the HTTP client program, and for sending a signal which requires the 
HTTP server program of the another image forming apparatus to receive a transfer of 
the parameter data. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses for accessing to the another image forming apparatus by the 
HTTP client program (i.e. in the system, the TCP/IP protocol is used to communicate 
between image forming apparatuses. Since an image forming apparatus uses this 
protocol through the serial transmission and reception block, it is similar to using a client 
and server program since the apparatus sends and receives information. The 
apparatus can request information from another apparatus that includes the operation 
status of the printer receiving the query; see col. 29, line 6 - col. 33, line 47), and for 
sending a signal which requires the HTTP server program of the another image forming 
apparatus to receive a transfer of the parameter data (i.e. in the system, the master 
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machine may send link copy information to the slave machine in the system with other 
image information. The link copy information is needed to be established initially in the 
slave machine before the slave machine is utilized for printing; col. 18, line 21 - col. 20, 
line 21). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi "628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature for accessing to the 
another image forming apparatus by the HTTP client program, and for sending a signal 
which requires the HTTP server program of the another image forming apparatus to 
receive a transfer of the parameter data in order to send a link copy mode request to 
another digital copying machine (as stated in Motohashi '628 col. 18, line 64 - col. 19, 
line 13). 

Re claim 45: The teachings of lida '663 in view of Motohashi '628 are disclosed above, 
lida '663 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 44, wherein the parameter 
data transferred from the another apparatus includes a password of a manager or an 
initial set value used when the image forming apparatus is started (i.e. in the system, 
the client apparatus sends setting data to the image forming apparatus. The image 
forming apparatus uses this data to change a flag value In order to indicate what will 
occur to the document data; see col. 11, line 19 - col. 14, line 50). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach transferred from the another image forming 
apparatus. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses transferred from the another image forming apparatus (i.e. 
Motohashi '628 discloses a system where any image forming apparatus in the system 
can send information to a first requesting apparatus when that first requesting apparatus 
is connected to the second apparatus while an event affecting the copy operation 
occurs; see col. 29, line 6 - col. 33, line 47). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of transferred from 
the another image forming apparatus in order to check the operating state of another 
machine and sending this state to an original copier while trying to use the second 
machine for a copy operation (as stated in Motohashi '628 col. 1 , lines 57-65). 

Re claim 46: The teachings of lida '663 in view of Motohashi '628 are disclosed above, 
lida '663 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 44, further comprising in which 
the parameter data is transferred from the another apparatus to the image forming 
apparatus (i.e. in the system, the client apparatus sends setting data to the image 
forming apparatus. The image forming apparatus uses this data to change a flag value 
In order to indicate what will occur to the document data; see col. 1 1 , line 19 - col. 14, 
line 50). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach a display for displaying an operation and 
transferred from the another image forming apparatus to the image forming apparatus. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi f 628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses a display for displaying an operation and transferred from the 
another image forming apparatus to the image forming apparatus (i.e. in Motohashi 
'628, the operation panel is used to show data transferred to the master machine from 
the other slave machines that are in regards to the slave machine's operation state. 
The operation panel is on the master machine, but could very well be on the slave 
machine if the machines role as master and slave is reversed; see col. 14, lines 6-52). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have a display for displaying an 
operation in order to show messages of a state of a digital copying machine (as stated 
in Motohashi '628 col. 14, lines 6-52). 

Re claim 47: The teachings of lida '663 in view of Motohashi '628 are disclosed above, 
lida '663 discloses the image forming apparatus of claim 44, wherein the apparatus is 
capable of communicating with a plurality of other image forming apparatuses which 
comprise the HTTP server program (i.e. in the system, the client apparatus can 
communicate with other facsimiles and printers in the system through the network 
facsimile apparatus; see col. 9, line 20 - col. 10, line 67); and 
the operation section includes a image forming apparatus to which the parameter data 
is to be transferred among the plurality of other image forming apparatuses (i.e. in the 
system, the panel section is used to enter in destination addresses to send information, 
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considered as parameter data, to other devices in the system that can receive printers, 
facsimiles and other devices; see col. 3, lines 61-66). 

c 

However, lida '663 fails to teach a selecting section for selecting one image 

* 

forming apparatus. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi f 628 discloses a selecting section for selecting one image forming apparatus 
(i.e. in figure 24, the display screen shows a selection function where the master copier 
can select machines to link copy connect to; see col. 24, lines 20-44). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the selecting section for 
selecting one image forming apparatus in order to have a selection key to select copiers 
used in the system (as stated in Motohashi '628 col. 24, lines 20-44). 

» 

Re claim 48: lida '663 discloses an image forming system in which a first image forming 
apparatus and a second apparatus are connected so as to be capable of 
communicating with each other (i.e. in the system of lida '663 the image forming 
apparatus contains a server program in ROM that communicates with the client 
apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), wherein the first image forming 
apparatus (i.e. the network facsimile apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 
49) comprises: 

a first storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP client program 
(i.e. the ROM in the network facsimile apparatus stores a server program and a 



Application/Control Number: 10/602,140 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2625 

program that functions as a client program that transmits information to the other 
apparatuses in the system; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); 

a second storage for storing a parameter data used in the first image forming 
apparatus (i.e. in the system, the external memory in the network facsimile apparatus 
stores information such as device setting information, status information and other 
information that is used in the network facsimile apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - 
col. 8, lines 49); and 

a first operation section for an input performed by an operator (i.e. shown in 
figure 3 is a panel section used for inputs into the network facsimile apparatus; see fig. 
3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); 

the second apparatus (i.e. the client computer; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, 
lines 49) comprises: 

a third storage for storing an HTTP client program (i.e. with the client computer 
used in the system as a client apparatus, it is understood that the client computer stores 
a program to allow the computer to communicate as a client to the network facsimile 
apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); and 

a second operation section for an input performed by an operator (i.e. on the 
client device there are inputs that are performed by a client on the system; see fig. 3; 
col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49); and 

the image forming system starts the HTTP server program stored in the first 
storage and the HTTP client program stored in the third storage, or starts the HTTP 
client program stored in the first storage and the HTTP server program stored in the 
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third storage (i.e. the client computer, which is considered to have a client program 
stored on the computer communicates with the network facsimile apparatus, which has 
a stored server in the ROM. The stored server program and the email program is used 
to communicate with the client computer and other devices in the system; see col. 3, 
line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), the image forming system transfers the parameter data stored 
in the second storage from the first image forming apparatus to the second image 
forming apparatus (i.e. in the system, the network facsimile apparatus transfers 
information regarding the addresses of devices on the network as well as other 
information to be displayed to the client apparatus on the system; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, 
lines 49). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach the second image forming apparatus comprises: 
a third storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP client program; a 
fourth storage for storing a parameter data used in the second image forming 
apparatus; and writes the parameter data to the fourth storage. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses the second image forming apparatus (i.e. the slave machine 
can be considered as the second image forming apparatus; see col. 29, line 6 - col. 33, 
line 47) comprises: a third storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP 
client program (i.e. in the system, the digital copying apparatuses used have a serial 
transmission and reception block in the memory unit. This allows for the copier to 
transmit and receive information using the TCP/IP communications method, which is 
commonly used for the internet. This unit resides in its own block within the memory; 
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see figs. 14 and 15; col. 15, line 9 - col. 20, line 21); a fourth storage for storing a 
parameter data used in the second image forming apparatus (i.e. the DRAM blockln the 
memory unit is used to store received image data that is used to print an image during 
the link copy mode; see figs. 14 and 15; col. 18, line 20 - col. 20, line 21); and writes 
the parameter data to the fourth storage (i.e. the link copy mode is used to 
communicate data to another image forming apparatus and the image data is written to 
the DRAM block by the image writing unit in the system; see figs. 14 and 15; col. 15, 

♦ 

line 9 -col. 20, line 21). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to the have the feature of having a 
second image forming apparatus comprises: a third storage for storing an HTTP server 
program and an HTTP client program; a fourth storage for storing a parameter data 
used in the second image forming apparatus; and writes the parameter data to the 
fourth storage in order to perform recording, storage and communication of information 
between all the apparatuses (as stated in Motohashi '628 col. 1, lines 37-48). 

Re claim 49: The teachings of lida '663 in view of Motohashi '628 are disclosed above, 
lida '663 discloses the image forming system of claim 48, wherein the second apparatus 
comprises a controller for responding to the input from the second operation section (i.e. 
in the system, the client apparatus is considered as the second apparatus. The client 
computer clearly comprises a controller that responds to the requests from the 
operation section of the client computer, which comprises a keyboard or mouse; see 
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col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), for requesting the first image forming apparatus to 
transfer the parameter data by the HTTP client program stored in the third storage (i.e. 
in the system, the client computer is understood to store a client program since it has 
the ability to request information from the image forming apparatus. This information 
includes document files or address book information and other types of information; col. 
3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), for receiving the parameter data transferred from the first 
image forming apparatus by the HTTP server program of the first image forming 

♦ 

apparatus (i.e. in the system, the network facsimile apparatus contains a server 
program in the ROM. The facsimile apparatus can send the address book information 

■ 

or the document file information to the client apparatus for the client apparatus to 
display; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), and for writing the parameter data to the 
second storage (i.e. in the system, when the network facsimile apparatus receives data 
from the client apparatus, the information is stored in the external memory; see fig. 3; 
col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49). 

Re claim 50: The teachings of lida '663 in view of Motohashi '628 are disclosed above, 
lida '663 the image forming system of claim 48, wherein the first image forming 
apparatus comprises a first controller for responding to the input from the first operation 
section (i.e. the CPU (1) of the network facsimile apparatus is used to respond to the 
inputs into the panel section of the apparatus; see col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), for 
accessing to the second apparatus by the HTTP client program stored in the first 
storage (i.e. in the system, the destination address can be for any type of apparatus 
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capable of having an address in the system; see col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49), and 
for sending a signal to receive the transfer of the parameter data (i.e. the network 
facsimile apparatus sends a signal to the client apparatus to through the browser for the 
user to see the information that the network facsimile apparatus has sent to the client 
computer; col. 3, line 45 - col. 8, lines 49). 

However, lida '663 fails to teach which requires the HTTP server program stored 

■ 

in the third storage and the second image forming apparatus comprises a second 
controller for transferring the parameter data stored in the second storage by the HTTP 
server program stored in the third storage, and for writing the parameter data to the 
fourth storage. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Motohashi '628. 
Motohashi '628 discloses which requires the HTTP server program stored in the third 

♦ 

storage (i.e. in the system, the slave machine and the master machines have a 
capability to send and receive information using the internet protocol. With using this 
protocol, one can send information and one can receive information. This can be 
considered as a client and server program. The program for this communication is 
either stored where the other programs are, in RAM and ROM, or in the memory unit as 
the serial transmission and reception block; see figs. 14 and 15; col. 15, line 9 - col. 20, 
line 21) and the second image forming apparatus comprises a second controller for 
transferring the parameter data stored in the second storage by the HTTP server 
program stored in the third storage (i.e. in the system, any machine can be a master or 
a slave machine. Therefore, any machine can send information to the other respective 
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machine. When a digital copier is trying to perform a link copy job, the copier sends 
data to the other copier through the Internet protocol and the other copier can receive 
this information. The serial transmission and reception block sends the image data to 
the other copier; see figs. 14 and 15; col. 15, line 9 — col. 20, line 21), and for writing the 
parameter data to the fourth storage (i.e. when the other copier receives data from the 
master machine, the image data is stored in a different block in memory that is called 
the DRAM block; see figs. 14 and 15; col. 15, line 9 - col. 20, line 21). 

Therefore, in view of Motohashi '628, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of which requires 
the HTTP server program stored in the third storage and the second image forming 
apparatus comprises a second controller for transferring the parameter data stored in 
the second storage by the HTTP server program stored in the third storage, and for 
writing the parameter data to the fourth storage in order to perform recording, storage 
and communication of information between all the apparatuses (as stated in Motohashi 
'628 col. 1, lines 37-48). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. Suzue '166 (US Pat No 6618166) discloses a system where a copying machine 
is considered as a being server or a client and data is sent in between the copiers. 
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8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chad Dickerson whose telephone number is (571)-270- 
1351. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Thur. 9:00-6:30 Fri. 9:00- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571)-272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



CD/ (/? 



Chad Dickerson 



January 19, 2008 




